Press Release
16TH ANNUAL L’ORÉALL’ORÉAL -UNESCO FOR WOMEN IN SCIENCE AWARDS

Five exceptional women honored for scientific excellence
th
PARIS, March 3, 2014. On March 19 the L’Oréal Foundation and UNESCO will present the

L’Oréal-UNESCO For Women in Science awards to five outstanding women scientists. Each
woman represents a unique career path combining exceptional talent, a deep commitment
to her profession and remarkable courage in a field still largely dominated by men.

Honoring women in science
th

On March 19 a press conference will take place at 14 rue Royale in Paris with the five Laureates and
fifteen International Fellows in attendance. It will reveal the findings of a report on the current status
of women in science. Compiled by the Boston Consulting Group for the L’Oréal Foundation, the status
report addresses the underrepresentation of women in the scientific professions and underscores the
fact that the situation has improved only slightly over the past ten years.
th

On the evening of March 19 at the Sorbonne in Paris the L’Oréal-UNESCO For Women in Science
2014 Awards Ceremony will be held in honor of the five Laureates and fifteen International Fellows. It
will be presided over by Professor Günter Blobel, Nobel Prize in Medicine. Irina Bokova, DirectorGeneral of UNESCO, and Jean-Paul Agon, Chairman and CEO of L’Oréal and Chairman of the L’Oréal
Foundation, will be in attendance.
Throughout the program’s 16-year history L’Oréal and UNESCO have worked to support the
advancement of women researchers. Every year the program pays tribute to exceptional women
scientists and highlights their contributions to changing the world. Since 1998 the program has
recognized more than 2,000 women around the globe (82 Laureates, including two who later won
the Nobel Prize, and 1,920 Fellows).

Awardees honored for major scientific advancements that are helping solve some of
society’s greatest challenges, including cancer, depression and addiction.
Candidates for the L’Oréal-UNESCO For Women in Science Awards were nominated by a network of
more than 1,000 international scientists. The five Laureates were then selected by an independent jury
chaired by Professor Günter Blobel and composed of twelve eminent members of the international
scientific community.
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Europe : PROFESSOR BRIGITTE KIEFFER – Neurobiology

Professor, University of Strasbourg, France; Research Director,
Institut de Génétique et de Biologie Moléculaire et Cellulaire
(IGBMC), Illkrich, France; Scientific Director, Douglas Institute
Research Center, McGill University, Montréal, Canada

Named to the French Academie des sciences in December
2013, Prof. Kieffer is being honored for her decisive work on
the brain mechanisms involved in pain, mental illness and drug
addiction. In 1992, she was the first to clone and isolate the
gene for an opioid receptor in the brain that plays a key role in
alleviating pain, a puzzle which scientists around the world
had been attempting to solve for the previous fifteen years. Her findings led the way to new
treatments for fighting pain, addiction and depression.

North America : PROFESSOR LAURIE GLIMCHER – Immunology
and Medicine

Stephen and Suzanne Weiss Dean, Weill Cornell Medical College,
New York, NY, USA; Provost for Medical Affairs, Cornell University,
Ithaca, New York, USA

The first woman dean of a medical school in New York, Prof.
Glimcher is a worldwide pioneer and leader in the field of
immunology. She is being honored for discovering key factors
involved in controlling immune response (T-bet) in allergies
and in autoimmune, infectious and malignant diseases. Her
findings are paving the way for the development of new
treatments for allergies, asthma, multiple sclerosis, childhood diabetes and cancer.

Latin America : PROFESSOR CECILIA BOUZAT – Biophysics

Member of the National Scientific and Technical Research Council
(CONICET), Buenos Aires;
Aires; Professor, Universidad Nacional del Sur,
Bahia Bianca;
Bianca; Deputy Director, Institute of Biochemical Research
of Bahia Bianca (INIBIBB), Argentina

Named a National Fellow by Argentina’s L’Oréal-UNESCO For
Women in Science Jury in 2007, Prof. Bouzat is now an
international leader in neurotransmitter pharmacology. She is
being honored for her contribution to our understanding of
how brain cells communicate among themselves and with
muscles. Her world-renowned discoveries enabled the
identification of the communications problem between the brain and muscles that causes major
neurological disorders. Prof. Bouzat’s work has opened the door to potential new treatments for
Alzheimer’s disease, depression and certain addictive behaviors.
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Asia / Pacific: PROFESSOR KAYO INABA – Immunology &
Medicine

Professor, Graduate School of Biostudies, Kyoto University,
Japan; ViceVice-President for Gender Equality and Director of the
Center for Women Researchers, Kyoto University, Japan

The first female associate professor at Kyoto University’s
Faculty of Science and deeply committed to bringing more
women to scientific research, Prof. Inaba is being honored
for her critical discoveries concerning the mechanisms
triggered by the immune system when it is faced with a
threat such as a virus or bacteria or by abnormal cells such
as cancer cells. Specialized in the study of dendritic cells,
Prof. Inaba was the first scientist to prove that these cells could be treated outside the body and then
reintroduced into the organism to stimulate immune system response. Her discovery marked a
turning point in cellular therapy and has already led to a new type of anti-cancer treatment.

Africa and the Arab States: DOCTOR SEGENET KELEMU –
Biology & Plant Pathology

Director General, International Center for Insect Physiology and
Ecology (ICIPE), Nairobi, Kenya

The first woman from her region to attend what was then
Ethiopia’s only university, Dr. Segenet Kelemu is being
honored for her research on how microorganisms living in
symbiosis with forage grasses can improve their capacity to
resist disease and adapt to environmental and climate
change. Her work is providing new solutions for ecologically
responsible food crop production, especially by local, smallscale farmers. After having studied in the United States and
worked in Colombia, she returned to Africa and is now at the heart of an impressive international
scientific research network.

International tribute beginning March 14 at Paris Airports
Beginning March 14, 2014 passengers from around the world in all terminals of the Charles de Gaulle
and Orly airports will discover portrait exhibits
exhibits of the five Laureates by renowned American
photographer Julian Dufort.
Dufort The photographer immersed himself in each Laureate’s daily routine in
order to truly represent the reality of their lives and capture the person behind the female scientist.
Since the first photo exhibit in 2005, Aéroports de Paris has given this very worthy cause
exceptional visibility every year. This year, once again, Aéroports de Paris has provided the L’OréalUNESCO For Women in Science program with the ideal spaces for increasing public awareness of
these outstanding women representatives of modern science with global vision.
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Additional information and visuals are available on:
- www.loreal.com/medias/press-releases.aspx
- the dedicated media center (as of March 8, 2014) www.discov-her.com/mediacenter
Stay connected on Facebook and Twitter #womeninscience
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ABOUT THE L’ORÉAL FOUNDATION
The L'Oréal Foundation is committed to two main causes, that of science and that of beauty care as a
means to helping the most vulnerable members of society. Based on values of excellence, generosity
and creativity, science is at the core of the Foundation’s commitments, most particularly its
commitment to supporting women researchers through its For Women in Science program, a
worldwide initiative in partnership with UNESCO. As well, rooted in the belief that beauty care is an
essential need met by passionate professionals skilled in creating human relationships, the Foundation
has launched several programs anchored by a vision of beauty as a path toward a fairer and more
generous society. The Foundation is committed to assisting the economically disadvantaged and
those suffering from physical and mental ailments in regaining their sense of self-esteem through
beauty care and training in beauty care professions. www.fondationloreal.com
ABOUT UNESCO
Since its creation in 1945, UNESCO has pursued its mission of promoting science at the service of
sustainable development and peace. It stresses policies and the reinforcement of capacities in
science, technology and innovation, science education, sustainable management of freshwater, ocean
and terrestrial resources, the protection of biodiversity and addressing the issue of climate change.
The Organization also has an overarching objective to eliminate all forms of discrimination and
promote equality between men and women, especially in scientific research.
ABOUT AÉROPORTS DE PARIS
Aéroports de Paris builds, develops and manages airports including Paris-Charles de Gaulle, Paris-Orly
and Paris-Le Bourget. In 2012, Aéroports de Paris handled almost 89 million passengers, 2.3 million
tonnes of freight and mail in Paris, and 40 million passengers at airports abroad. Boasting an
exceptional geographic location and a major catchment area, Aéroports de Paris Group is pursuing its
strategy of adapting and modernising its terminal facilities and upgrading quality of services; the
Group also intends to develop its retail and real estate businesses. In 2012, Group revenue stood at
€2,640 million and net income at €341 million.
Registered office: 291, boulevard Raspail, 75014 Paris, France.
A public limited company (Société Anonyme) with share capital of €296,881,806. Registered in
the Paris Trade and Company Register under no. 552 016 628 RCS Paris.
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